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1. Srigin 
the Dincevaver series of satellite lmmshtags invetves the covert 
Gevelcguant oni qyevuticnnl use of shert-livel yhotogreyhte rescemaiscenss 
(CONCHA) ent unyping (ANDCH) eutelittes fren which 0 resowwehle eapesle 
will be retrieved ot a pro-eelecte’ enum aves. Svier te ite initiation 
the Gevaloquant of such a ayuten was otertel Wy the Aty Saves as 2 pert of 
Werpene Ryeten 117i. This phase was eunesilel in February 1958; ent, 
Biscoverer became the cuvert yenstivation, with a fev aofificstions of o 
progres already vusierteken. 

— of the project is shared ty CLA (0PD) with originally 
APA end sow Dr. Turks cffies ant with the euppert anf ful yertietyation 
of the U.S. Air Pores. Detailed supervieion of Loskbesd, the aysteus manger, 
is yerforand ty the Air Pores IaLlistis Mestle Rivisian, witsh is etss 
vespomaiale far the provision of grout feallitvies. CZA tales the ised ta 
costracting far ami in monitoring treugh LED the Geveleguemt of the yasto 
peylceis emi CIA caxtrols the security of the yee. 

3- Cove | 

Tn the carly pert of the 1271. progres (Saptesber 1958), the Gher-decsted 

portion of the yroject was redesigutel as @ seyarete Snsaureh and Develep- 
as 
ment effort lenting to the develqquent of cpevations! syetens such . 
T (later SAMOS), MIDAS, TRAMEIY BSC. The apin stabilized worsien 
the Sentry recommissance aysten programe? for the Thor shots wes also 
cancelled at thet tine and the BAD Discovurer series erented as & space 
test yrogcen for future militery aywtens. In reality, the: CORDA ent 
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2 a. 
At — 
— — 
vhich is tu the fulleuing activitios: 
® Perteeting of to recever @ sutellite fron artis. 
>. Sashing of future qgesatiens) syece yregen 
(suns, mins, marr). 
C. Testing and tagwowing Calemetey ond tentking ayutens. 
a. Ieperinenting with bMo-melienl specs as velated to 
Covelcgaent of techutques fur um $n apnee yeogrens. 
e. Collecting deta relative to temperatures ant vetiation tn gues 
ae wall as the effects of the space envizcememt ups missile and 
extallite ecaponents. 

f- Stelying behavior and chavesturietios of « satellite tu estds. 
Through the use of cover shots ant small telemetry patinges in the verieus * 
recummiesmcs shots cheervation of the exteLiftes in 7 
Sais Se eativisien ———— 
ecientizic Gate which 1s exploited ani reticuiiaed as the tus end 
exclusive purpose of the Discoverer Series. Of tte renizing, emily = 
programe, CORGNA end AIOGE launches, » there are tes purely cover shots; Ss 
cre Do-eetionl eat cae inetromant patiage shah will be inserted tate the 
peceram St the tine re-ontry is perfected and a hostile press mike £1 E 
in OO ee q 
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Te vehicle 1s & two-stage rosket smsisting of a TER first stegs 
oni te SOMA secont stage. By Sune of 1960 tia ayuten whould rovids 
& Sour dey polar erhit. | 
SR ont AIOE Comeres 

the COMMA comers is a matitied RYAC~2 with 7O mm film. Poosl length 
is Sh taghes. IW “Ane 1960 2% is expected that 7000 fest of tite (40 tbs.) 
Om De curried Dur @ two-day poration at 0 slemmed altitate of 189 miles 
anf a vehicle apeed of 87,000 feut per secon. | 

Se resultant scale of the shotogrephy is shows 11300,800. Reperted, 
Groevl resolution is 25 fess. A outth ef eqyroxtmaty 150 x 2800 9 
miles should be cuvered in each yaes or about £70,000 ayuwe %. Sales. 
Sis 18 & programed 1,390,000 spare %. Milan yer day. 

Tue ANKE conere is © uapytng type vith 3 inch foes length emt 5 
tack film, Te Teeultant scale of the topography ts egpreriastedy 7 
218,000,000. Comes forunt sine is 4)" x 53° ant covers 0 greml aren. = 
Of epproxinetely £25 X 250 . Miles. Inpectet growl reselutien ts F 
film ioe ie 8000 fest . - 
A utFicient film for four days qparetion 40 chtate ompleote maging 
Sormrwoe Of the earth's land sass with primacy enphests on USER. | 
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— — — 
cver Masia Schlowd progetioé veentey tube the atmceghere 
30,000 Peet with Whe aenteal tmyest esee, - 
xtleo Recewury ts te be effected ty 
air © 139 & ducked up ty eustase shige Sn on sven foun dont 
— ⏑⏑⏑⏑ ⏑ 





— — —— So 
Photo recumaiesence syste in BLscovewer end tn BAS: 
(a) SAG will carry Longer focal length commas eed with ite growth 
() SNES will provide tm flight yronsasing ami eutcmmtio venient on 
Sli Rights except B-5 which is @ resovershie unit. W 
fe) Bines SANG will patter then & Sher, tte F 
be em arktt Zar longer periods e.g. 39 days. the | 
a Mo mh eel ma «2 
of i961. 
Epchlexs Eyoomteyed 
“is min prublew requiring salution have bee: these of attaining nest 
<treotive cebit, — qperution ent suscensfut reswery. = 
first appeers sclved. Comtinaing Camere €iffieulties hue comtersd aranh _ 
the etresece eacountered in ascent ant the extreme enviromental ematsame *: 
cn orbit. Manes sro disticult to simiate in the laboretory ant have tought 








— J 
* er * i = Ley 
a * * * J | 
* * v _ 7 * = 
& * : .\- * are ‘ 
. * 
—E 3 aa 

a — a 


Te 


—— — a pe 
a 
— * y a oe * a ate 4 Fat: i ane “ 
an oo . 7 —— 
“mal — — =. pax ~ & 
eo: a Ls - ** * Pe 7 * * ** 
* 


Na ete. 


=F 


— 
oto ce ce a ce fer fn ae tad eaten ore 
f Severe ceneh qqeetions . Dewey witess (relvewenet 
isuineuke 
suscyeis onl we ere Se the Wing Of surname. reseveny. the expertenay 
date kes beun welathie te ether yregme. 
Program, fot 
— —— 
Tectlities ani the eover puyloaie. we direst costs of the vuhicten cme 
to stent Ren, 
A ine procured the yhotographie paylente and the mews come melifien- | 
tions. aftert are as fallow: 
—— St Seomber 1959 : 
acnplete 


Betinate to 
Setinnte’ tote) orice 
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Conte throng A Deceber 1999 : 
Betiontet. total prise i 
x 





MOH 1s funded tn ite entivety by the Degarteent of Defense. oF tie on 


cont of COREA CIA ins 
— eS. 
A metmaicm of the CORSA poogres is plumed far the ageing ant . 
Samm of 196. SNe With coset of ewarnd, —— 
velicles nd probably one or more mapping peyote. 
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veoiubion of 85 fest ar better. This ccnsiueien ig tened cn the 
teloving samepkiona: 

(1) locking an tnterusticns2 amen egvement there vili be © contin 
SIRE eel Tor yhoto-imbelligmes of Soviet Mies arene devalcuent; or 

(2) “iGh euch ot sow poimh im the decnts thare will 
be & meed of photo imtellignes fur iangeckion yurssees, 

(3) Aithough warned. lower alti¢nte flights, earrying eqzignent 
civing better photography, may be carried out, there will be an aidt. 
Slane) need for grose coveruge frum enballite yhotcgeugiy te £121 in 
the tine ant aren the mows ecgbistionted commuge anf. te soins 
%o atone deserving cf closer scrutiay by such ayutens. 

7s ecmalusion stated at the cutest sums therefore justifies, 
XXXI ‘re extent te which recomaionmes antellites met be fico 
oammEtiy is ty mo mens clear. 1% in venscmshie to expect thet ow 
Telustance to Cebit cmumres qpatly over dented arene would Glemgpemr 
= cove with positive free varld support fur sack eekion, or in the 
overt of = Boriet etteayt to do so, or with w regutvenest fer thse 
Kiet of Ninqpection’ in suport of an arus agrement, onl thet one or 
mother of theer evests is likely to occs. Since the weight of the 
to mupyort this view, 1% 1s esewel for the surpass 
Of Ship ehaly that CTA will not be engaged in satellite recomalssanse 
bayomd CY 194). 
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